REPORTAGE

WEST AFRICA IS HOME TO A REMARKABLE DIVERSITY OF ETHNIC GROUPS, EACH WITH ITS UNIQUE MUSIC
AND TRADITIONAL DANCES. SOME OF THESE DANCES CELEBRATE LIFE AND RITES OF PASSAGE, WHILE
OTHERS ARE INHERENTLY SPIRITUAL. IN THOSE, DANCERS OFTEN WEAR ICONIC MASKS AND ARE BELIEVED
TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE SPIRITS (SOME BELIEVE THE DANCERS BECOME POSSESSED BY THEM). IN ALL
CASES, MUSIC PLAYED ON LOCAL INSTRUMENTS PLAYS AN INTRINSIC PART IN THE EXPERIENCE.

TEXT AND PHOTOS FRANCE LECLERC
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For the past ten years, | have been enjoying and photographing dances
performed by various West African groups. In this piece, | am sharing images
of traditional dances from Benin and the Ivory Coast. There | was dazzled by
the colorful, whimsical, and athletic qualities of the performances. | was also
infroduced fo various musical instfruments that were new fo me, many made
with calabashes, a gourd available locally. I am constantly amazed at how
inclusive these performances are. As soon as the music starts, crowds join in the
celebration. And so did |.
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BoesuK, TpUANEp, AETEKTUB, KOMEAUS
Mpembepa 4.08.2022

Pexxuccep [asun Jlumy
]
Kazanocs 6, nerkoe 3agaqve ana
NPECTYMHUKA-NPodECCMOHANA — BCEro-
TO CECTb B IKCMPECC, YKPACTb YEMOATH
W BBIMTU HO Bvxaiwei ctaHumm. Ho
yero «boxba koposka» (Bpen MnTT) He
3HQM — TAK 3TO TOTO, Y4TO NOE3f NOSIOH
KUITIEPOB, Y KOXIOTO M3 KOTOPbIX CBOS
uerb... 3a SKPAHM3ALMIO KPUMMHANBHOM
ppamsl Kotapo Meaku «[loeag ybuiiuy
B3sNCA pexuccep dunsmos «Laanyn»

v «[xoH Yuk» — a 3HaumT, 1 omopa, 1
APAK HOM MOS0 He nokaxertcs!
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/\”P UrH B) /J'/ HAK!ATI: [NEPEXVBAA 3A JIIOBNMBIX KI/IHOI'EPOEB BOJIbLUE, YEM 3A CEB4, -
AOXETE HE CHEPXIMBATbCS, LEJIAMTE BCE 3TO rPOMKO!

TEKCT 2J1bAAP OXAHALLIBMIIN.

KORKU TAKVIMI

YXachl, TpUANep, Apama

Mpembepa 18.07.2022

Pexuccep Onyc Cesuk
]
B Houb, KOrAa HOYANKCH ChEMKMU,

o kotopsix Xions (Menuca

Cepna) Tak meyTana, B ee CoH
npobpanucs ymepLme MHoro net
HO3QL POAUTENM — 1 C TEX NOP
HECYACTHASN AEBYLIKA yXe HE MOXET
BLIPBATHLCS M3 NABMPMHTA KOWMAPOSB,
ranMOLUMHALMA 1 NAPAHOPMANbHbIX
ABNIEHUI, NOCTENEHHO Tepas

CBSI3b C PEANLHOCTbIO... Tenepb

€e eAMHCTBEHHARA MEYTa — YTObbI
3TOT KANEHAAPb YKACOB HOKOHEL
npepeancs.

HOCE: 101170 11
CUANCT HIBO

ﬂpQMG, MeﬂoﬂpGMQ, cukeen

Mpembepa 25.08.2022

Pexuccep Kactunb J1sHgoH
I
Tecca (dxosedun Jsnrdopa)

v Xapant (Xupo Darirc-

Tuddun) ns nents Oxennn feiiax
«[locne» (2019) Gonbuwe He
npotnesononoxHoctn. OrHa yxe

He Ta HOMBHAS AEBOYKA, KAKOM
6bNQ, KOTAA BCTPETUAA €ro, Aa U

OH He TOT XeCTKUI ByHTapb, KaKMM
6Ll B HQYANE WX FOPbLKO-CAAAKON
ncropun. Ho 4to6sl xuTh BMECTE
[OATO M CYACTAMBO, UM HORO
paspewnTs BCe Npobnemsl, cToawme
HQ MYTH, 1 NOHATb, YEFO OHW XOTAT OT
cebs v apyr oT apyra. —




